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By Josh Nix, Minister of Youth & Young Adults 

When was the last time someone asked you to do something impossible? Maybe you 
were at work and your boss strolled by your cubicle at 2pm on a Friday and gives you 
this big task and you nod your head okay, but you’re thinking that’s not possible. Maybe 
your mom told you this Thanksgiving that you will need to get along with that cousin 
that you just can’t stand and you nod your head okay, but you know that it is just not 
possible. Sometimes, people give us impossible tasks and these tasks cause us 
frustration.  

Today I want to look at a command that Jesus gives us that is simply impossible, but 
because it is Jesus we say okay, but we know that it is not possible. In the Gospel of 
Matthew Jesus gives us an epic sermon while teaching on a mountainside. In the middle 
of that sermon he’s says this: “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’  But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you’” (Matthew 5:43-44). Now this seems like an impossible task, but we know that we 
can love our enemies, it’s just one of those things that is hard to do. No, the impossible 
task comes just after: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect” (Matthew 5:48). Did you catch what he said? He’s telling us do not sin. Forgive 
everybody, love everybody, give mercy always, give grace always, that’s what Jesus is 
asking. Now that is impossible!  

So why does Jesus even give us such an impossible task? Why even tell us to try to be 
perfect when such a thing is just not realistic? Well, originally we were perfect. Genesis 
tells us that we were created in God’s image and on that sixth day, God said, “It is very 
good.” We were perfect. We were in Eden and everything was perfect. So God >>>       



 

>>> having an expectation that we should be perfect is totally valid, because we were created to be perfect. Yet as we know, sin 
entered the world and we have not been perfect ever since. So Jesus here in Matthew is reminding us of the expectation that 
he and the Father have for us.  

Now why bring that up? Why remind us of the expectation we simply cannot live up to? Well, it helps us to love each other 
better. You see, it’s pretty hard to not love your neighbor when you know that you are no better than them. Because we are not 
perfect, we know that our neighbor is also not perfect. This levels the playing field and you start to understand that we are all 
broken, we are all messed up, we are all dealing with issues that separate us from God. Once we figure out that we are indeed 
not perfect, we respond in a few ways: 1) we deny it. But as many of you know, we can’t deny this for very long. Eventually the 
lies and charades crack and we slowly start to deteriorate. Our façade falls away and we are left there exposed and the truth 
gets out anyways. That’s how it always works. 2) we confess it. We confess that we are broken and messed up. And God will say 
yes you are, but I have something for you: my son. When we confess our sin, Christ Jesus meets us with the cross and shows his 
scars that paid the price and covered your sins.  

We have opportunities every day in our life to deny our sins or confess it. This is not a one-time thing, it’s an everyday thing. 
It’s a hard process. It does not come easy, nor should it. That’s why Jesus says such a hard thing: be perfect as your Father is 
perfect. You see, he is giving us the standard. It’s perfection. But knowing full well that we are incapable of reaching such a feat, 
he takes matters into his own hands. He sees just how badly we mess up and offers up himself in exchange for all of it.  

Jesus has come and walked this earth and he’s seen exactly who you are, and yes, the standard is perfection, but then he put his 
own name and his own status on the line to say, “I will pay for all of it. I have seen all that you are and worse and I will put all of 
me on the line to pay for it.”  That is the message of the Gospel. Yes, his standard is perfection and you should pursue it. God’s 
best is best for you. But do you know what’s better? Seeing who you really are and experiencing grace and mercy and knowing 
you are loved and accepted and forgiven. Amen. 
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$72,153 



 

 



 By René Barringer 

Partnering with parents to guide children towards a HEART for God.  

Our new Sunday school year began on September 9th in Trinity’s chapel with song 
and praise for our awesome God.  All children 1.5 to 6th grade are invited to join the 
fun while learning more about following Jesus through Bible based curriculum.  
Sunday school is also a great way for children to build relationships and connect 
with people who share in their love for Jesus and/or want to learn more about Him.   

If you have not registered your child for Sunday school you may do it online at 
http://www.trinityhillsboro.com/sunday-school-registration/ 

Sunday School Start Time: 9:10am (drop off in the chapel) End Time: 10:20am (pick 
up in our child's classroom) 

Each year Trinity distributes over 100 baskets filled with food and other supplies to 
needy families in the community.  You and your child are invited to participate by 
providing one or more new or gently used copy of your child’s favorite book.  We 
are also asking the children to donate food items.  These items will coordinate with 
the food listed in the worship bulletin over the next 6 weeks.  Please drop off your 
donation on the Kid’s Corner table now through December 9th.   

If you are interested in being a part of the  Children’s Ministry 
team  please contact Rene Barringer at  971-235-9568 or   

children@trinityhillsboro.org  

mailto:children@trinityhillsboro.com


By Josh Nix, Minister of Youth & Young Adults 

We have continued strong with youth group Wednesday nights and High School Bible study 
Monday nights! This year we plan to keep up the crazy fun that is youth group, but we want 
to dig just a little deeper. Our goal is to have a full youth worship service on Wednesday 
nights. Complete with edgy praise songs, messages, and small group time all wrapped up in 
prayer. Our kickoff is November 14th. This night is not just for youth, we want you there too, 
We are having a Prayer & Worship Night. It’s a Wednesday, it’s during youth group time, and 
it’s for everyone. This will be a time of worship with lights turned down, creating an 
atmosphere for adoration and praise to our Good Father. We’ll also be focusing on prayer and 
having prayer stations all around the gym to 
spend time in prayer with yourself or with 
others.   

We’re digging deep into the Bible this year, for 
High School Bible Study on Monday nights 
from 6:30-8p at Insomnia downtown Hillsboro, 
we are going through 1 & 2 Corinthians. What 
interesting things were happening in Corinth 
and the division there. We’re talking about all 
of it, even the hard subjects nobody wants to 
talk about! For Sunday School, we are diving 
into 1 & 2 Samuel and just really wrapping our 
minds around the institution of the monarchy 
for  Israel. We are excited for our studies this 
month!  

Josh 



By René Barringer, Preschool Director  

Mrs. Wilson’s three- and four-year-old classes have had a great school year so far, beginning in 
September with an ocean unit where we met several interesting new sea animals and experienced 
many hands-on activities including lots of water play. In October we moved on to a fall on the 
farm unit and some traditional October activities including some exploration and experiments 
with leaves, apples, and pumpkins, examining the many interesting natural items we have been 
finding outside, and visits to the pumpkin patch. In November we look forward to learning about 
and celebrating Thanksgiving, and a fun construction unit as we watch the new sanctuary being 
built right outside our classroom! 

Thank you to everyone who signed up to pray for a child at the preschool.  Mrs. Barringer and staff 
will keep you in their prayers too! 

Trinity’s Willamette Valley Pie fundraiser was a success.  Thank you to everyone who 
purchased items or gave a separate donation.  The pies, fruit and cobblers will be 
ready to pick up in the education wing on Thursday, November 1st from 11:30am-6pm.   

The first rule of holes: When you’re in one, stop digging. 

“He lifted me out of the slimy pit…he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place 
to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. “ 

Psalm 40:2-3 



We have register Trinity Lutheran Church with Amazon 
Smile. When you shop through our unique link, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price of eligible products to our church. Please use the 
following link:: smile.amazon.com/ch/93-0579577 

 

A brief history of Trinity’s Memorial Garden may be in order for relatively new members. 

In 2002 several members began planning and working on transforming the water collection pond area into a Memorial Garden.  
In 2004 the Garden began operation and plots were sold and reserved for individuals who wanted their ashes to be interred.  
The overall Memorial Garden was named The Celebration of Life Memorial Garden. 

The Memorial Garden was made into five separate garden areas, the Rose Garden, the Garden of Grasses, the Lily and Iris 
Garden, the Rhododendron Garden and the Perennials Garden.  In each of these five was placed a large boulder with an 
attached large bronze plaque on which individual name plates could be placed.   When ashes for an individual are buried, a 
name plate is acquired. 

A plot is one square foot of surface area. To date there have been fifty eight plots sold.   Currently there are three different 
prices.  One is for current members at $450.  Another is for those who are not members of Trinity but are from a family that is 
currently a Trinity member, is $550.  The third one is for outsiders who are granted permission by our lead Pastor at $650.  
These prices have been in effect for fourteen years, since 2004.   

It has been decided that effective January 1, 2019 the price for each category will increase by $100.  It is necessary because of 
inflation of costs on items required and new plans for regular landscape maintenance.  So, if you have been thinking about 
purchasing a plot you may want to act now.  

On a table located in the northeast part of the Narthex, is a binder which contains information about the Memorial Garden.  If 
you have any questions or wish to purchase a plot, contact Jay Wellner at 503-648-4457. 

If you are considering an end of the year gift, please plan 
ahead. Our church office will be closed December 24th-28th. 
Please plan to make your gift before that week or the Sunday 
following on December 30th. All gifts received before 9am on 
January 2, 2019 will be considered a gift in 2018. Thank you for 
your gifts and any questions please call the church office.   



Trinity Lutheran Church is currently 
accepting resumes for the position of 
Administrative Assistant. This will be a 
part time position. Please stop by the 
church office or the information center 
for a complete position description. Or 
click HERE to read about it on our 
website.  Interested applicants should 
send their resume and cover letter to 
info@trinityhillsboro.com by Monday, 
November 26, 2018, 12PM. 

Ever been without a table for Thanksgiving? We, at Trinity realize you do not have to be homeless to be hungry or in need of 
community to help celebrate such a special holiday!  So we are putting on a Thanksgiving meal for everyone here at Trinity, and 
the community. Wednesday November 21st from 4PM-8PM.  

Bring your kids and relatives (along with an empty stomach!) and join us for a completely FREE Community thanksgiving Meal . 
A traditional buffet style meal will be served. Trinity members and the surrounding community are welcome!  Invite your family, 
friends, and neighbors!  

If you are interested in helping serve, please sign-up at the information center in our church narthex.  

https://trinityhillsboro.com/employment/
mailto:info@trinityhillsboro.com?subject=Administrative%20Assistant%20Application


Interested in following the footsteps of 
Jesus - in Israel?  Pastor Bruce and Pastor 
Dan Weber (son-in-law) are leading 
another tour to Israel in 2020.  The dates 
are 27 January through 06 February 2020. 
All pertinent information and a registration 
form are listed in the tour brochure 
available at the Information Center, or in 
the Church Office.  If you have any 
questions please don't hesitate to give me a  

call: 503-341-9542; or send an 
email:  padre19@comcast.net 

 

This is a suggested weekly donations list, all items are welcome at any 
time. Pick up a tab for specific toiletries and gifts and the Information 
Center. If you wish to make a monetary donation, please make checks 
payable to Trinity. Thank you for your help and support.  

Donation List 

Big size Peanut Butter & Cereal wanted.  

We’ve already been collecting these items, but could still use more: Cold 
Cereal, Peanut Butter, Mac & Cheese, Pasta & Sauce, Toilet Paper, Oat-
meal, Cooking Oil, Soups, Canned Meats, Canned Fruits, and TOYS.  

November 4—Canned Meals (Chili, Stew) & Meats (tuna) 

November 11—Canned Mix Vegetables, Corn & Beans, Large Bisquick 

November 18—Rice & Dried Beans, TOYS 

November 25—Little Jiffy Baking Mixes and Oatmeal 

December 2—Lots of CANNED FRUIT 

December 9—Diapers and Cold Cereal 

All Volunteers are invited to Prepare Baskets 
December 14th. And to greet, give away and 
deliver Baskets on December 15th.  Sign-up sheet 
at the information center.  

Money donations also welcome!  All your 
designated donation goes for food, shoes or 
other items for the families!  

Be sure to note for “Christmas Basket Ministry” 
on your check & envelope addressed to Trinity 
Lutheran Church.  Thanks for sharing your 
blessings -- God’s Peace to ALL! 

The Wednesday morning quilters have been awarded a Thrivent Action Team 
fund card. As you know we make quilts for Lutheran World Relief but last year 
and others times we have donated to the Christmas baskets program as 
blankets are requested every year and to others when we hear of a need.  You 
do not need to sew to help us and you do not have to attend every week or 
even the whole time we meet. Any help is very much appreciated. Quilt top 
kits can be made ready for you should you like to sew the tops at home. Any 
help will be appreciated both by us and to those who need the quilts. We meet 
every Wednesday morning from 9-noon in room 212 – at east end of the 
building. Please contact Helen Infausto, Shirley Bentson, Jeri Rice, Helen 
Huffman, Joanna Miller, or Flo Christiansen for any questions or more 
information. Looking forward to having you come and participate in the fun. 

The quilters would also like to thank the two anonymous individuals for their 
generous donations towards the shipping costs and supplies, such as batting, 
etc. A big thank you also to the people who have donated fabric. Thank you all 
and God bless you.  

mailto:padre19@comcast.net
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Lexi Schauer 
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Nori Anderson 
Brennan Nichols 
Elijah R. Walker 
Scott Duff 
Ashley Hilfer 
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Heather Giard 
Michael Chaffee 
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Steven Finnegan 
Casey McGough 
Joel Schauer 
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Anna Bernhardt 
Dee Larsen 
Douglas Nunnenkamp 
Rodney Stephens 
Karen Gerlach 
Tina Goldhammer 
Greg Gerig 
Jordan Hert  
Ryan McIvor 
Carol Freudenthal 
Becky Williamson 
Paul Burkhart 
Raina Cunningham 
Jeff Mack 
Kelly Gerig 
Sandy Gerig 
Jan St. Clair 



 Nov 4 Nov 11 Nov 18 Nov 25 

Altar Guild Carol Freudenthal 

Duane Freudenthal 

Sue Gruber 

Kathy Shutt 

 

 Carol Freudenthal 

Duane Freudenthal 

Sue Gruber 

Kathy Shutt 

 

Chair Team Steve Finnegan 

Paul Andersen 

Ken Bellamy 

Darrel Brown 

Naomi Brown 

Greg Stoner 

John Bierly 

Paul VanDomelen 

Mike Schamp 

Mark Newman 

Scott White 

Rod Stephens 

Larry Henson 

Martin Granum 

Annette Granum 

Children’s Church Jackie Landreville 

Leslie Dipaola-Haga 

Patti White 

Trisha Bell 

Elizabeth Hofrichter 

Iris Gillespie 

Stacey Buck 

Carol Nolan 

Children’s Message Rene Barringer Bethany Ramse Josh Nix Elizabeth Hofrichter 

Counters Astri Bragstad 

Harold Baesler 

Sue Gruber 

George Waldron 

Bette Holscher 

Jane Rosato 

Jeryl Whipple 

 

Carol Flemmer 

Helen Infausto 

Crystal Nunnenkamp 

Doug Nunnenkamp 

John Duvall 

Todd Humphrey 

Annette Michelsen 

Elders 8 AM John Goldhammer 

Paul Andersen 

Ben Manny John Goldhammer 

Ben Manny 

Paul Andersen 

Elders 10:30 AM Doug Nunnenkamp 

Joash Farlow 

Dave Holscher 

Elizabeth Hofrichter 

 

Dave Holscher Joe Noffsinger 

Don Suhrbier 

Zach Anderson 

Rodney Langbehn 

Karen Kenyon 

Rodney Langbehn 

Lector Jerry Maasdam Victor Johnson Martin Johnson Tom Nygren 

Organist Carol Freudenthal Carol Freudenthal Diane Gatke Diane Gatke 

Ushers 8AM Jerry Maasdam 

John Goldhammer 

John Everingham 

George Waldron 

Jerry Maasdam 

Ken Bellamy 

Nick VanDyke 

Victor Johnson 

 

Jerry Maasdam 

John Goldhammer 

John Everingham 

George Waldron 

Jerry Maasdam 

Ken Bellamy 

Nick VanDyke  

Victor Johnson 

Head Usher 
10:30AM 

Rod Stephens Rod Stephens Rod Stephens Rod Stephens 



 

Pastor Steve Nickodemus, Vacancy Pastor 

Josh Nix, Minister of Youth & Young Adults 

Rene Barringer, Preschool Director & Children’s Minister 

Kelly Dobbin, Minister of Music 

Sandy Noffsinger, Office Manager & Bookkeeper 

 

smnick060896@yahoo.com 

family@trinityhillsboro.com 

preschool@trinityhillsboro.com 

rkdobbin@gmail.com 

bookkeeping@trinityhillsboro.com 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 
 

 
 

1 
9AM Exercise/CC 
10AM Pastor’s Bible 
Study/206 
6:30PM JAM/CC 

2 
 

3 
8AM Men’s Fellowship 
Breakfast 
11AM Korynasz Memorial 

4 
Blood Pressure Screenings 
Prayer Teams 
8AM Traditional Worship 
9:15AM Education hour 
10:30AM Contemp. Worship 
12:30PM Confirmation/lib 

5 
9AM Exercise/CC 
6PM Cub Scouts/210 
6:30PM HSBS 
6:30PM MMT/CC 

6 
9:30AM Staff Meeting 
6:30PM Elder’s/lib 
7PM Scouts/CC 

7 
9AM Prayer Chapel Open 
9AM WM Quilters 
10AM Library Ministry 
7PM Choir/Chapel 
7PM Youth Group/CC 
7PM BSA Committee/206 

8 
9AM Exercise/CC 
10AM Pastor’s Bible 
Study/206 
6:30PM Council/lib 
6:30PM Bee Keep-
er’s/210 

9 
6PM HSO Rehearsal 

10 
7:30AM Boy Scouts 
Drill/CC 

11 
8AM Traditional Worship 
9:15AM Education hour 
10:30AM Contemp. Worship 
1PM Quilt Group/206 
 

12 
9AM Exercise/CC 
6PM Girl Scouts/210 
6:30PM HSBS 
6:30PM MMT/CC 
 

13 
9:30AM Staff Meeting 
11AM Sr. Lunch/Games 
7PM Joy Circle/206 
7PM Scouts/CC 

14 
9AM Prayer Chapel Open 
9AM WM Quilters 
7PM Choir/Chapel 
7PM Youth Group/CC 
 

15 
Tidings Articles Due 
9AM Exercise/CC 
10AM Pastor’s Bible 
Study/206 
6:30PM JAM/CC 

16 
6PM HSO Concert 

17 
10AM Baptism/Chapel 

18 
8AM Traditional Worship 
9:15AM Education hour 
10:30AM Contemp. Worship 
12:30PM Confirmation/lib 
 

19 
9AM Exercise/CC 
10AM Agape Circle/104 
6PM Cub Scouts/210 
6:30PM HSBS 
6:30PM MMT/CC 
7PM Monday Eves 
 

20 
9:30AM Staff Meeting 
2PM Prayer Shawl/lib 
7PM Scouts/CC 
7PM Choir/Chapel 

21 
9AM Prayer Chapel Open 
9AM WM Quilters 
4PM Community Thanks-
giving Meal/CC 

22 
Thanksgiving Day 
Office Closed 
10:30AM Thanksgiving 
Service/CC 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
8AM Traditional Worship 
9:15AM Education hour 
10:30AM Contemp. Worship 
 

26 
9AM Exercise/CC 
6PM Girl Scouts/210 
6:30PM HSBS 
6:30PM MMT/CC 
 

27 
9AM Tidings Assembly 
9:30AM Staff Meeting 
11AM Sr. Lunch/Games 
6PM Scouts/206 
6:30PM Stewardship/Lib 
7PM Scouts/CC 

28 
9AM Prayer Chapel Open 
9AM WM Quilters 
7PM Choir/Chapel 
7PM Youth Group/CC 
 
 

29 
9AM Exercise/CC 
10AM Pastor’s Bible 
Study/206 
 

30  


