
01 THE ARK Exodus
25:10-22

Central 
TRUTH

God dwells with

his people on a

seat of mercy. 

10 “They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half

shall be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and

a half its height. 11 You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and

outside shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of

gold around it. 12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put

them on its four feet, two rings on the one side of it, and two

rings on the other side of it. 13 You shall make poles of acacia

wood and overlay them with gold. 14 And you shall put the poles

into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark by

them. 15 The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall

not be taken from it. 16 And you shall put into the ark

the testimony that I shall give you. 

 

17 “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a

half shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. 18 And

you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall

you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 Make one

cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one

piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two

ends. 20 The cherubim shall spread out their wings above,

overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to

another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim

be. 21 And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and

in the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give

you. 22 There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy

seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the

testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in

commandment for the people of Israel.

EXPLORATION

Prepare for your family
devotions by reading

this before you meet

The Ark // 01



Share
.01 YOUR HIGHS AND LOWS

.02 WHAT WAS GOOD?
WHAT WAS NOT SO GOOD?

OPTIONS
Explore

.01 Do-It-Yourself Tabernacle

A great way to get to learn more about the

Tabernacle is to build your own Tabernacle at

home. You can do this by using Legos,

printing out pieces from cardstock, or

making it out of any other kind of materials

you might have at home. When you're

finished snap a pic and send your them to

Rene or Josh! 

.02 Gold

Grab a piece of gold and see how heavy it is

compared to other things around the house.

Is a soda can heavier or lighter? If your

dining room table was made of pure gold,

how heavy would it be? Would you be able to

lift it? Our focus this week is on the ark

which is covered inside and out with gold. It

must have been super heavy! 

This week's
FOCUS

As God tells his chosen people to

build a sanctuary so that he can

dwell with them, the first thing he

gives instructions about is the ark.

The ark is where God physically

dwells with the Israelites. He gives

instructions for many other

things, like the lampstand, table,

lavar (wash basin), altar and even

the fabrics to be used around the

place. But it's the ark that will

actually house God. The ark is

placed within the Most Holy place

and is called the Holy of Holies.

Only the High Priest could enter

one day of the year (the Day of

Atonement). The ark was covered

with the mercy seat (two gold

angels) that God's presence met

them there between the angels.

Inside that ark was Aaron's staff, 

a jar of manna, and the 10

Commandments. These signified

God's power, his provision, and his

covenant promises. 

Read
EXODUS 25:10-22 TOGETHER
AS A GROUP. 

02 // The Ark



01
This time is for you to talk about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows. For

more in-depth teaching opportunities, we've provided some questions to guide your conversation. 

CONVERSATION

The Ark // 03

This becomes a matter of the heart. God just speaks about covering the box with gold, so

then it was left up to the Israelites to decide how much to use. Look at Exodus 36:1-2. Notice

that God talks about the skilled worker, but also the skilled of heart. God wanted people that

"loved the Lord with all their heart, mind, and strength." When thinking of how much gold

would you use, think about this as a matter of the heart not necessarily what is the "right"

amount. 

THE TEXT SAYS TO COVER THE WOOD BOX IN GOLD, BOTH INSIDE AND OUT, BUT
IT DOESN'T SAY HOW MUCH. HOW MUCH GOLD WOULD YOU USE?

Inside the ark were placed the “Testimony," that is, the two stone tablets containing the Ten

Commandments, a pot of manna (Exodus 16:33-34), and Aaron's rod that budded to indicate

that the Lord had chosen Aaron and his descendants to serve as high priest (Numbers 17:10-

11). The two stone tablets gave testimony to the covenant; the pot of manna commemorated

God's gracious care for Israel in the wilderness; and Aaron's rod witnessed to God's choice

of the tribe of Levi as the priestly line. These items contained in the ark served to remind

not only Israel but also God of His promises and care for Israel. We, too, have been given the

privilege of reminding God of His gracious promises in Christ. When the Gospel is preached

and the Sacraments are administered, certainly we are reminded of His promises, but also

He is reminded. We can truly be confident that He will faithfully keep His promises to us.

THE ISRAELITES WERE SUPPOSED TO PLACE THE 10 COMMANDMENTS, A JAR
OF MANNA, AND AARON'S STAFF IN THE ARK. WHAT DO THEY REPRESENT?

The almighty Creator of the universe cannot, of course, be confined in a tent or building

made by human creatures. As Solomon acknowledged when he dedicated the temple in

Jerusalem (1 Kings 8:27): "But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest

heaven, cannot contain You. How much less this temple I have built!" In light of the Lord's

exaltedness, it is truly amazing that He instructed Israel to build a dwelling for Him and

promised to dwell in Israel's midst. God made His gracious presence and gifts accessible to

the space- and time bound Israelites. He located Himself in space and time. Israel would not

journey to Canaan alone; their God would go with them.

GOD IS SUPPOSED TO ACTUALLY DWELL IN THIS TENT? HOW CAN ONE LITTLE
TENT HOLD THE POWER OF GOD? 



01 CONVERSATION

04 // The Ark

The ark and cherubim in the Most Holy Place were seen as

the throne or footstool of a king (1 Chronicles 28:2; Psalm

99:1, 5; 132:7). But this King was no ordinary king; He was

and is the King of kings and Lord of lords. There in the

Most Holy Place, Yahweh the King sat enthroned, and from

there He ruled Israel and the world. The New Testament

often states that Christ is the exalted King who rules His

church, the new Israel, and the world. He sits enthroned at

the very right hand of the Father in heaven. From there He

rules all things to the benefit of His church. We can see

best what kind of King He is from the cross. As He hung on

the cross and died for the sins of the whole world, the

inscription above His head read, "This is Jesus the King of

the Jews" (Matthew 27:37). He was no more "kingly" than at

that moment. What a marvelous King we have, one who

gave Himself for His enemies!

THE CHERUBIM ON TOP OF THE ARK SYMBOLIZED A KING'S THRONE. CAN  YOU
THINK OF ANY OTHER KING'S THAT SIT ON GOD'S THRONE? 

continued 

cher·ub

 

"An angel that attends

God. Often resembling a

hybrid animal—a lion's

body with a human head

and eagles' wings."

DEFINE THAT

Pray
PRAY FOR YOUR HIGHS AND FOR YOUR LOWS. 

FOR WHATEVER ELSE YOU MIGHT WANT TO PRAY FOR. HEALTH, STRESS,
TRAVELS. GOD WANTS TO TALK TO YOU.

Bless One Another
THIS CAN BE AS SIMPLE AS "JESUS LOVES YOU" OR EVEN "BE BLESSED"

TRY A BLESSING ABOUT OUR LESSON: "GOD DWELLS WITH YOU ALWAYS."
OR MAYBE "CHRIST'S MERCY COVERS YOU ALWAYS."



02THE TABLE Exodus 25:23-30; 
Matthew 12:1-8

Central 
TRUTH

God provides

and nourishes

his people.

Exodus 25:23-30 

23 “You shall make a table of acacia wood. Two cubits shall be its

length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its

height. 24 You shall overlay it with pure gold and make a molding

of gold around it. 25 And you shall make a rim around it a

handbreadth wide, and a molding of gold around the rim. 26 And

you shall make for it four rings of gold, and fasten the rings to

the four corners at its four legs. 27 Close to the frame the rings

shall lie, as holders for the poles to carry the table. 28 You shall

make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, and

the table shall be carried with these. 29 And you shall make its

plates and dishes for incense, and its flagons and bowls with

which to pour drink offerings; you shall make them of pure

gold. 30 And you shall set the bread of the Presence on the table

before me regularly.

 

Matthew 12:1-8

1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath.

His disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck heads of grain

and to eat. 2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to

him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on

the Sabbath.” 3 He said to them, “Have you not read what David

did when he was hungry, and those who were with him: 4 how he

entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which

it was not lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with him,

but only for the priests? 5 Or have you not read in the Law how

on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and

are guiltless? 6 I tell you, something greater than the temple is

here. 7 And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy,

and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the

guiltless. 8 For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”

EXPLORATION

Prepare for your family
devotions by reading

this before you meet

The Table // 01



Share
.01 YOUR HIGHS AND LOWS

.02 WHAT WAS GOOD?
WHAT WAS NOT SO GOOD?

OPTIONS
Explore

.01 Do-It-Yourself Tabernacle

A great way to get to learn more about the

Tabernacle is to build your own Tabernacle at

home. You can do this by using Legos,

printing out pieces from cardstock, or

making it out of any other kind of materials

you might have at home. Take some time to

look at the Table and see where God placed it

in the Most Holy Place. Remember, when

you're finished with your building snap a

pic and send your them to Rene or Josh! 

.02 Make your own bread

Try making your own unleavened bread

(called matzah). To make about 7 pieces of

bread you'll need:

 

Ingredients

2 cups + 2 TBSP of flour

1 cup cold water

1/2 tsp salt

 

Instructions

Combine the salt and flour together in

a large bowl. Stir in the water until the

dough comes together. Knead for 5

minutes.

Pre-heat skillet over medium-low heat.

Pinch off 7 pieces of dough and form into

balls. Roll out each piece on a lightly

floured surface (approx 6-7-inch ovals).

Cook on a hot skillet for 2 minutes on each

side. Serve or store covered.

1.

2.

3.

4.

This week's
FOCUS

As God tells his chosen people to

build a sanctuary so that he can

dwell with them, the next thing he

instructs them to build is a table.

Now a table might seem like a odd

thing to put in a temple, but if this

is God's house, doesn't a house

have tables? You most certainly

have a table in your house. And at

your table you gather and eat. The

table in the tabernacle was to have

bread before God's presence at all

times. It also nourished the priests

who could enter. God dwelt with

the people and provides for them

too. 

Read
EXODUS 25:23-30 & MATTHEW 12:1-8
TOGETHER AS A GROUP. 

02 // The Table
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This time is for you to talk about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows. For

more in-depth teaching opportunities, we've provided some questions to guide your conversation. 

CONVERSATION

The Table // 03

For more on the bread, look up Leviticus 24:5-9. The 12 cakes of bread set in two rows of six

were placed on the table. Every Sabbath the priests replaced the old bread with freshly

baked bread. The priests then had the old bread to eat. So, the offerings the people made to

the Lord became provisions for the priests (Leviticus 24:9), just as our offerings are used to

support the minister (1 Corinthians 9:13-14).

HOW MUCH BREAD ARE THEY SUPPOSED TO USE? WHAT HAPPENED TO THE
BREAD EACH WEEK?

People have always recognized the preciousness of gold. Wood, on the other hand, is usually

common and relatively cheap. The Lord can and does use what the world regards as

precious and what the world regards as common. This applies to people too. In fact, the

most common and ordinary of people can be the very people God chooses for extraordinary

places in His kingdom. God uses common things and makes them precious and he's doing

that in your life too. 

LIKE THE ARK, THE TABLE IS MADE OF WOOD AND ALSO COVERED IN GOLD.
WHY DOES GOD USE BOTH COMMON AND PRECIOUS THINGS? 

The 12 loaves, one for each tribe, served as a perpetual memorial to God because it was to be

set before God's "presence" at all times. So the tribes consecrated all of their labor and the

fruits of their hands to God, acclaiming all to be God's blessings. The bread of the Presence

also provided nourishment for the priests. God nourishes His people (increases their faith)

(a) through His written Word, (b) through Jesus, the incarnate Word and bread of life (John

6:35), and (c) through Holy Communion.

GOD INSTRUCTED MOSES TO BUILD A TABLE TO HOLD THE BREAD OF
PRESENCE. WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE BREAD? 
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Yes, look up John 6:22-59 for what Jesus says about all of

this. The unleavened bread in the Most Holy Place was for

God's presence. God dwelt with the Israelites in the

tabernacle, but he also dwells with us as the incarnate

Christ! So when Jesus says he's the bread of life, he's

physically here, but also giving nourishment to the people.

He continues to to nourish his people through Holy

Communion, where we eat of Jesus' real body (I know,

sounds kind of gross)! But when we commune it gives us

fuel for our faith so that we can live out our Christian lives

with confidence and boldness. Jesus also says that whoever

eats of him will have eternal life.

IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, JESUS TALKS ABOUT BEING THE BREAD OF LIFE. DOES
THIS HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE TABERNACLE BREAD?

continued 

in·car·nate

 

"embodied in flesh; in

human form."

DEFINE THAT

Pray
PRAY FOR YOUR HIGHS AND FOR YOUR LOWS. 

FOR WHATEVER ELSE YOU MIGHT WANT TO PRAY FOR. HEALTH, STRESS,
TRAVELS. GOD WANTS TO TALK TO YOU.

Bless One Another
THIS CAN BE AS SIMPLE AS "JESUS LOVES YOU" OR EVEN "BE BLESSED"

TRY A BLESSING ABOUT OUR LESSON: "GOD'S PRESENCE IS ALWAYS WITH
YOU" OR "JESUS PROVIDES EVERYTHING YOU NEED."



03LAMPSTAND Exodus 25:31-40; 
John 1:6-13

Central 
TRUTH

The lampstand

shines bright in

the tabernacle,

but Jesus

shines bright

for the whole

world. 

Exodus 25:31-40

31 “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall

be made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its

calyxes, and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 32 And there

shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the

lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the

lampstand out of the other side of it; 33 three cups made like

almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and

three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and

flower, on the other branch—so for the six branches going out of

the lampstand. 34 And on the lampstand itself there shall be four

cups made like almond blossoms, with their calyxes and

flowers, 35 and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the

six branches going out from the lampstand. 36 Their calyxes and

their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a

single piece of hammered work of pure gold. 37 You shall make

seven lamps for it. And the lamps shall be set up so as to give

light on the space in front of it. 38 Its tongs and their trays shall

be of pure gold. 39 It shall be made, with all these utensils, out of

a talent of pure gold. 40 And see that you make them after the

pattern for them, which is being shown you on the mountain.

 

John 1:6-13

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might

believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear

witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to

everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and

the world was made through him, yet the world did not know

him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive

him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his

name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of

man, but of God.

EXPLORATION

Prepare for your family
devotions by reading

this before you meet

The Lampstand // 01



Share
.01 YOUR HIGHS AND LOWS

.02 WHAT WAS GOOD?
WHAT WAS NOT SO GOOD?

OPTIONS
Explore

.01 Do-It-Yourself Tabernacle

A great way to get to learn more about the

Tabernacle is to build your own Tabernacle at

home. You can do this by using Legos,

printing out pieces from cardstock, or

making it out of any other kind of materials

you might have at home. Take some time to

look at the lampstand that provided the light

in the Most Holy Place. Remember, when

you're finished with your building snap a

pic and send your them to Rene or Josh! 

.02 Light a candle or two

A great way to understand the lampstand is

to light your own candles! When lighting

your candles think about light helps us see,

and that the lampstand helped the priests

see. But most importantly is that now we

have Jesus who is the light of the world. 

This week's
FOCUS

As God tells his chosen people to

build a sanctuary so that he can

dwell with them, the next thing he

instructs them to build is a

lampstand. The lampstand is a

candlestick. There are many

pratical applications for a

lampstand, mainly, you got to be

able to see! But as you dive deeper

into the tabernacle, you'll notice

that God is using the light to help

the Priests prepare for their

duties, but also to help guide their

way into the Holy of Holies. Since

God desired a covenant relationship

with his people, he uses the light

to help bring in the sacrifice that

is necessary to pay for the sins of

Israel. The high priest would enter

just one day of the year, the day of

Atonement, to give the blood that

was needed. But before the blood,

we have the light to huide us to

the redemption. Jesus is now that

light for us. Read
EXODUS 25:31-40 & JOHN 1:6-13
TOGETHER AS A GROUP. 

02 // The Lampstand
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This time is for you to talk about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows. For

more in-depth teaching opportunities, we've provided some questions to guide your conversation. 

CONVERSATION

The Lampstand // 03

The lighted candles on the altars of our churches may represent different truths to

different people and churches, but at Trinity the lighted candles are meant to represent the

presence of Christ among us as we worship.

THERE ARE CANDLES LIT WHEN WE GO TO CHURCH, WHAT DO THESE CANDLES
REPRESENT? 

The lampstand served a very important purpose in the plan of the room where it was

placed. It held the only light in the room and was the single source of vision for those who   

came in. It provided the light for the priests to be able to see the Table of Showbread and

the Altar of Incense. It also served to show the path to the veil behind which the Ark of the   

Covenant sat.

WHAT ARE THE PRACTICAL FUNCTIONS OF A LAMPSTAND? REMEMBER, THEY
DIDN'T HAVE ELECTRICITY BACK THEN.

As with the bread of the Presence, the lampstand (besides its practical function of

providing light) became a symbol too. (a) God Himself was symbolized by its light, (b) as

was the coming Savior, Jesus. (c) In John's vision (the Book of Revelation) the seven

lampstands represented the seven churches to which God had a special message to speak

through John. Christ was standing among the lamp stands, that is, among the churches.

Check out Revelation 1:12-13 to learn more! 

THE BREAD ON THE TABLE WAS VERY SYMBOLIC, HOW WAS THE LAMPSTAND
ALSO SYMBOLIC TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL? 

Through Christ, we have access to the Father. Our perspective brightens when touched by

the Light. Just as God spoke light into the world, we are illumined by the Creator, we are

able to hang onto the shreds of light that permeate the darkness. Jesus shines light into

the cracks of our hearts that harbor sin. Once revealed, the conviction of the Holy Spirit

instructs and guides us to repent. We grow wiser as He sanctifies our hearts to reflect His

light.

JESUS SAID THAT HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. WHAT DOES THAT LOOK
LIKE FOR US? 
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continued 

Pray
PRAY FOR YOUR HIGHS AND FOR YOUR LOWS. 

FOR WHATEVER ELSE YOU MIGHT WANT TO PRAY FOR. HEALTH, STRESS,
TRAVELS. GOD WANTS TO TALK TO YOU.

Bless One Another
THIS CAN BE AS SIMPLE AS "JESUS LOVES YOU" OR EVEN "BE BLESSED"

TRY A BLESSING ABOUT OUR LESSON: "MAY THE LIGHT OF GOD SHINE IN
YOU" OR "JESUS SHINES IN YOUR LIFE FOREVER." 

Gold is attractive. The world holds it in high value because of its rarity and beauty.

However, gold does not come out of the ground looking like something you would want to

hand around your neck or proudly display on your finger. Instead, it is covered with dirt

and sediment and only slightly reflects light. Only after it has been refined are we able to

see its beauty. When the dirt has been removed we start to see some of its true color and it

begins to take on an attractive appearance. Next, the raw lump of gold ore is exposed to a

great light - a fire. This fire purifies the rough condition of the gold. When the fire is hot

enough, the gold and dirt melt. It is then that the dirt is skimmed off the surface; leaving

behind a purer form of the original gold nugget. The fire, and the light associated with it,

exposes the impurities found in the gold. The light in the Holy Place acts in much the same

way. It shows us our impurities and then helps us divulge them  to those around us. At

first, the light reveals little that would be attractive, but then as we continue to refine and

re-refine ourselves, we can become more pure and more like the image of the One  we

follow.

THE WHOLE TABERNACLE WAS COVERED IN GOLD. IF YOU WERE GOLD, WOULD
YOU START OUT SHINY AND NEW OR WOULD YOU NEED SOME WORK? 



04THE ALTAR Exodus 25:31-40; 
John 1:6-13

Central 
TRUTH

Only blood can

pay for sins and

it was Jesus'

perfect blood

that paid for all

of ours.

Exodus 27:1-8

1 “You shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and

five cubits broad. The altar shall be square, and its height shall

be three cubits. 2 And you shall make horns for it on its four

corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and you shall

overlay it with bronze. 3 You shall make pots for it to receive its

ashes, and shovels and basins and forks and fire pans. You shall

make all its utensils of bronze. 4 You shall also make for it a

grating, a network of bronze, and on the net you shall make four

bronze rings at its four corners. 5 And you shall set it under the

ledge of the altar so that the net extends halfway down the

altar. 6 And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia

wood, and overlay them with bronze. 7 And the poles shall be put

through the rings, so that the poles are on the two sides of the

altar when it is carried. 8 You shall make it hollow, with

boards. As it has been shown you on the mountain, so shall it be

made.

 

Hebrews 9:11-14

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things

that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent

(not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered

once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of

goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an

eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the

sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify

for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood

of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without

blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve

the living God.

EXPLORATION

Prepare for your family
devotions by reading

this before you meet

The Altar // 01



Share
.01 YOUR HIGHS AND LOWS

.02 WHAT WAS GOOD?
WHAT WAS NOT SO GOOD?

OPTIONS
Explore

.01 Do-It-Yourself Tabernacle

A great way to get to learn more about the

Tabernacle is to build your own Tabernacle at

home. You can do this by using Legos,

printing out pieces from cardstock, or

making it out of any other kind of materials

you might have at home. Take some time to

look at the altar that is outside in the

courtyard. Remember, when you're finished

with your building snap a pic and send your

them to Rene or Josh! 

.02 Sacrifice

Back then, it was blood that paid for the sins

and now we have Jesus who sacrificed his

own blood on the cross. If you were to give

your own sacrifice to God today, what would

you give? Create a list of all the things that

you could give and order them according to

how hard you think it would be to give it up. 

This week's
FOCUS

As God tells his chosen people to

build a sanctuary so that he can

dwell with them, this week we're

focusing on the altar in the

courtyard of the tabernacle. This

altar was, of course, where

sacrifices were to be offered by the

priests. These sacrifices made

atonement for the sins of Israel,

purified the altar and tabernacle,

and enabled the worshiper to be in

communion with God. In all four

respects Jesus Christ sums up and

fulfills the meaning of these

sacrifices by offering Himself as

the and all-sufficient sacrifice on

the altar of the cross. Christ has

made atonement for the sins whole

world. His blood cleanses the

church from the "cosmic" impurity

caused by the world's polluting

sins. In Him we have fellowship

and communion with God His

sacrifice of complete dedication

covers our unfaithfulness and lack

of gratitude. Because of His work

we are empowered by the Spirit to

offer ourselves as living sacrifices,

holy and pleasing to God.

Read
EXODUS 27:1-8 & HEBREWS
9:11-13 TOGETHER AS A GROUP. 

02 // The Altar
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This time is for you to talk about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows. For

more in-depth teaching opportunities, we've provided some questions to guide your conversation. 

CONVERSATION

The Altar // 03

The tabernacle/temple and its sacrifices are no longer needed, since Christ has come to offer

atonement for all sins once and for all. The old covenant, with its system of sacrifices, was

temporary - to be in force only until Christ should come. Now that He has come and has

made the perfect and complete atonement that only He could make, the old covenant -

together with its tabernacle/temple and system of worship - has been set aside forever. 

DO WE STILL NEED AN ALTAR AND TO SACRIFICE TODAY? 

Exodus 39:38-41 tells us exactly what is to be sacrificed:

“Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs a

year old day by day regularly. 39 One lamb you shall

offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at

twilight. 40 And with the first lamb a tenth measure[c] of

fine flour mingled with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and

a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering. 41 The other

lamb you shall offer at twilight, and shall offer with it a

grain offering and its drink offering, as in the morning,

for a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the Lord.

OKAY SO ALTARS ARE FOR SACRIFICING, WHAT EXACTLY ARE THEY SUPPOSED
TO SACRIFICE? 

Exodus 29:36-39 helps us out here: "Also you shall purify the altar, when you make

atonement for it, and shall anoint it to consecrate it. Seven days you shall make atonement

for the altar and consecrate it, and the altar shall be most holy. Whatever touches the altar

shall become holy." Everything that touches the later becomes holy. Remember, holy means

set apart. The key to understanding the altar is that it makes holy everything that we offer

to God. Many specific offerings and sacrifices were made here. Without this purifying,

nothing we could offer to God would be acceptable.

WHAT HAPPENS TO THINGS THAT TOUCH THE ALTAR? 

hin

 

"a Hebrew unit of

measure about 4 quarts

or 3.5 liters"

DEFINE THAT



04CONVERSATION

04 // The Altar

continued 

Pray
PRAY FOR YOUR HIGHS AND FOR YOUR LOWS. 

FOR WHATEVER ELSE YOU MIGHT WANT TO PRAY FOR. HEALTH, STRESS,
TRAVELS. GOD WANTS TO TALK TO YOU.

Bless One Another
THIS CAN BE AS SIMPLE AS "JESUS LOVES YOU" OR EVEN "BE BLESSED"

TRY A BLESSING ABOUT OUR LESSON: "JESUS DIED FOR YOU AND HIS
SACRIFICE COVERS ALL YOUR SINS."

While we build, consecrate, and use buildings where we gather to worship God and to

receive His grace through the Gospel, God has given no directions as to how these structure

are to be built or arranged, the furnishings with which they are equipped, or the exact way

in which we are to structure or order our worship. Nevertheless, the New Testament does

refer to temples. (a) The New Testament temple on this earth is the body of Jesus, for in

Jesus, God the Holy Trinity was to be found on this earth. (b) Each individual Christian is

called a temple, for God the Holy Spirit dwells and works within each Christian. (c) The

church as a whole is God's temple, for God remains with it and works within it. Each

Christian is a part of this temple of God on earth. From these references we can see that God

now dwells on this earth within people, not structures. 

THERE IS SO MUCH INSTRUCTION FOR THE TABERNACLE, DOES GOD HAVE THE
SAME SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS FOR HIS CHURCHES TOO? 


