
01 THE ARK Exodus
25:10-22

Central 
TRUTH

God dwells with

his people on a

seat of mercy. 

10 “They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half

shall be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and

a half its height. 11 You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and

outside shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of

gold around it. 12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put

them on its four feet, two rings on the one side of it, and two

rings on the other side of it. 13 You shall make poles of acacia

wood and overlay them with gold. 14 And you shall put the poles

into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark by

them. 15 The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall

not be taken from it. 16 And you shall put into the ark

the testimony that I shall give you. 

 

17 “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a

half shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. 18 And

you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall

you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 Make one

cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one

piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two

ends. 20 The cherubim shall spread out their wings above,

overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to

another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim

be. 21 And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and

in the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give

you. 22 There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy

seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the

testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in

commandment for the people of Israel.

EXPLORATION

Prepare for your family
devotions by reading

this before you meet
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Share
.01 YOUR HIGHS AND LOWS

.02 WHAT WAS GOOD?
WHAT WAS NOT SO GOOD?

OPTIONS
Explore

.01 Do-It-Yourself Tabernacle

A great way to get to learn more about the

Tabernacle is to build your own Tabernacle at

home. You can do this by using Legos,

printing out pieces from cardstock, or

making it out of any other kind of materials

you might have at home. When you're

finished snap a pic and send your them to

Rene or Josh! 

.02 Gold

Grab a piece of gold and see how heavy it is

compared to other things around the house.

Is a soda can heavier or lighter? If your

dining room table was made of pure gold,

how heavy would it be? Would you be able to

lift it? Our focus this week is on the ark

which is covered inside and out with gold. It

must have been super heavy! 

This week's
FOCUS

As God tells his chosen people to

build a sanctuary so that he can

dwell with them, the first thing he

gives instructions about is the ark.

The ark is where God physically

dwells with the Israelites. He gives

instructions for many other

things, like the lampstand, table,

lavar (wash basin), altar and even

the fabrics to be used around the

place. But it's the ark that will

actually house God. The ark is

placed within the Most Holy place

and is called the Holy of Holies.

Only the High Priest could enter

one day of the year (the Day of

Atonement). The ark was covered

with the mercy seat (two gold

angels) that God's presence met

them there between the angels.

Inside that ark was Aaron's staff, 

a jar of manna, and the 10

Commandments. These signified

God's power, his provision, and his

covenant promises. 

Read
EXODUS 25:10-22 TOGETHER
AS A GROUP. 
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This time is for you to talk about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows. For

more in-depth teaching opportunities, we've provided some questions to guide your conversation. 

CONVERSATION
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This becomes a matter of the heart. God just speaks about covering the box with gold, so

then it was left up to the Israelites to decide how much to use. Look at Exodus 36:1-2. Notice

that God talks about the skilled worker, but also the skilled of heart. God wanted people that

"loved the Lord with all their heart, mind, and strength." When thinking of how much gold

would you use, think about this as a matter of the heart not necessarily what is the "right"

amount. 

THE TEXT SAYS TO COVER THE WOOD BOX IN GOLD, BOTH INSIDE AND OUT, BUT
IT DOESN'T SAY HOW MUCH. HOW MUCH GOLD WOULD YOU USE?

Inside the ark were placed the “Testimony," that is, the two stone tablets containing the Ten

Commandments, a pot of manna (Exodus 16:33-34), and Aaron's rod that budded to indicate

that the Lord had chosen Aaron and his descendants to serve as high priest (Numbers 17:10-

11). The two stone tablets gave testimony to the covenant; the pot of manna commemorated

God's gracious care for Israel in the wilderness; and Aaron's rod witnessed to God's choice

of the tribe of Levi as the priestly line. These items contained in the ark served to remind

not only Israel but also God of His promises and care for Israel. We, too, have been given the

privilege of reminding God of His gracious promises in Christ. When the Gospel is preached

and the Sacraments are administered, certainly we are reminded of His promises, but also

He is reminded. We can truly be confident that He will faithfully keep His promises to us.

THE ISRAELITES WERE SUPPOSED TO PLACE THE 10 COMMANDMENTS, A JAR
OF MANNA, AND AARON'S STAFF IN THE ARK. WHAT DO THEY REPRESENT?

The almighty Creator of the universe cannot, of course, be confined in a tent or building

made by human creatures. As Solomon acknowledged when he dedicated the temple in

Jerusalem (1 Kings 8:27): "But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest

heaven, cannot contain You. How much less this temple I have built!" In light of the Lord's

exaltedness, it is truly amazing that He instructed Israel to build a dwelling for Him and

promised to dwell in Israel's midst. God made His gracious presence and gifts accessible to

the space- and time bound Israelites. He located Himself in space and time. Israel would not

journey to Canaan alone; their God would go with them.

GOD IS SUPPOSED TO ACTUALLY DWELL IN THIS TENT? HOW CAN ONE LITTLE
TENT HOLD THE POWER OF GOD? 
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The ark and cherubim in the Most Holy Place were seen as

the throne or footstool of a king (1 Chronicles 28:2; Psalm

99:1, 5; 132:7). But this King was no ordinary king; He was

and is the King of kings and Lord of lords. There in the

Most Holy Place, Yahweh the King sat enthroned, and from

there He ruled Israel and the world. The New Testament

often states that Christ is the exalted King who rules His

church, the new Israel, and the world. He sits enthroned at

the very right hand of the Father in heaven. From there He

rules all things to the benefit of His church. We can see

best what kind of King He is from the cross. As He hung on

the cross and died for the sins of the whole world, the

inscription above His head read, "This is Jesus the King of

the Jews" (Matthew 27:37). He was no more "kingly" than at

that moment. What a marvelous King we have, one who

gave Himself for His enemies!

THE CHERUBIM ON TOP OF THE ARK SYMBOLIZED A KING'S THRONE. CAN  YOU
THINK OF ANY OTHER KING'S THAT SIT ON GOD'S THRONE? 

continued 

cher·ub

 

"An angel that attends

God. Often resembling a

hybrid animal—a lion's

body with a human head

and eagles' wings."

DEFINE THAT

Pray
PRAY FOR YOUR HIGHS AND FOR YOUR LOWS. 

FOR WHATEVER ELSE YOU MIGHT WANT TO PRAY FOR. HEALTH, STRESS,
TRAVELS. GOD WANTS TO TALK TO YOU.

Bless One Another
THIS CAN BE AS SIMPLE AS "JESUS LOVES YOU" OR EVEN "BE BLESSED"

TRY A BLESSING ABOUT OUR LESSON: "GOD DWELLS WITH YOU ALWAYS."
OR MAYBE "CHRIST'S MERCY COVERS YOU ALWAYS."


