
04THE ALTAR Exodus 25:31-40; 
John 1:6-13

Central 
TRUTH

Only blood can

pay for sins and

it was Jesus'

perfect blood

that paid for all

of ours.

Exodus 27:1-8

1 “You shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and

five cubits broad. The altar shall be square, and its height shall

be three cubits. 2 And you shall make horns for it on its four

corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and you shall

overlay it with bronze. 3 You shall make pots for it to receive its

ashes, and shovels and basins and forks and fire pans. You shall

make all its utensils of bronze. 4 You shall also make for it a

grating, a network of bronze, and on the net you shall make four

bronze rings at its four corners. 5 And you shall set it under the

ledge of the altar so that the net extends halfway down the

altar. 6 And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia

wood, and overlay them with bronze. 7 And the poles shall be put

through the rings, so that the poles are on the two sides of the

altar when it is carried. 8 You shall make it hollow, with

boards. As it has been shown you on the mountain, so shall it be

made.

 

Hebrews 9:11-14

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things

that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent

(not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered

once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of

goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an

eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the

sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify

for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood

of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without

blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve

the living God.

EXPLORATION

Prepare for your family
devotions by reading

this before you meet
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Share
.01 YOUR HIGHS AND LOWS

.02 WHAT WAS GOOD?
WHAT WAS NOT SO GOOD?

OPTIONS
Explore

.01 Do-It-Yourself Tabernacle

A great way to get to learn more about the

Tabernacle is to build your own Tabernacle at

home. You can do this by using Legos,

printing out pieces from cardstock, or

making it out of any other kind of materials

you might have at home. Take some time to

look at the altar that is outside in the

courtyard. Remember, when you're finished

with your building snap a pic and send your

them to Rene or Josh! 

.02 Sacrifice

Back then, it was blood that paid for the sins

and now we have Jesus who sacrificed his

own blood on the cross. If you were to give

your own sacrifice to God today, what would

you give? Create a list of all the things that

you could give and order them according to

how hard you think it would be to give it up. 

This week's
FOCUS

As God tells his chosen people to

build a sanctuary so that he can

dwell with them, this week we're

focusing on the altar in the

courtyard of the tabernacle. This

altar was, of course, where

sacrifices were to be offered by the

priests. These sacrifices made

atonement for the sins of Israel,

purified the altar and tabernacle,

and enabled the worshiper to be in

communion with God. In all four

respects Jesus Christ sums up and

fulfills the meaning of these

sacrifices by offering Himself as

the and all-sufficient sacrifice on

the altar of the cross. Christ has

made atonement for the sins whole

world. His blood cleanses the

church from the "cosmic" impurity

caused by the world's polluting

sins. In Him we have fellowship

and communion with God His

sacrifice of complete dedication

covers our unfaithfulness and lack

of gratitude. Because of His work

we are empowered by the Spirit to

offer ourselves as living sacrifices,

holy and pleasing to God.

Read
EXODUS 27:1-8 & HEBREWS
9:11-13 TOGETHER AS A GROUP. 
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04
This time is for you to talk about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows. For

more in-depth teaching opportunities, we've provided some questions to guide your conversation. 

CONVERSATION

The Altar // 03

The tabernacle/temple and its sacrifices are no longer needed, since Christ has come to offer

atonement for all sins once and for all. The old covenant, with its system of sacrifices, was

temporary - to be in force only until Christ should come. Now that He has come and has

made the perfect and complete atonement that only He could make, the old covenant -

together with its tabernacle/temple and system of worship - has been set aside forever. 

DO WE STILL NEED AN ALTAR AND TO SACRIFICE TODAY? 

Exodus 39:38-41 tells us exactly what is to be sacrificed:

“Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs a

year old day by day regularly. 39 One lamb you shall

offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at

twilight. 40 And with the first lamb a tenth measure[c] of

fine flour mingled with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and

a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering. 41 The other

lamb you shall offer at twilight, and shall offer with it a

grain offering and its drink offering, as in the morning,

for a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the Lord.

OKAY SO ALTARS ARE FOR SACRIFICING, WHAT EXACTLY ARE THEY SUPPOSED
TO SACRIFICE? 

Exodus 29:36-39 helps us out here: "Also you shall purify the altar, when you make

atonement for it, and shall anoint it to consecrate it. Seven days you shall make atonement

for the altar and consecrate it, and the altar shall be most holy. Whatever touches the altar

shall become holy." Everything that touches the later becomes holy. Remember, holy means

set apart. The key to understanding the altar is that it makes holy everything that we offer

to God. Many specific offerings and sacrifices were made here. Without this purifying,

nothing we could offer to God would be acceptable.

WHAT HAPPENS TO THINGS THAT TOUCH THE ALTAR? 

hin

 

"a Hebrew unit of

measure about 4 quarts

or 3.5 liters"

DEFINE THAT
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continued 

Pray
PRAY FOR YOUR HIGHS AND FOR YOUR LOWS. 

FOR WHATEVER ELSE YOU MIGHT WANT TO PRAY FOR. HEALTH, STRESS,
TRAVELS. GOD WANTS TO TALK TO YOU.

Bless One Another
THIS CAN BE AS SIMPLE AS "JESUS LOVES YOU" OR EVEN "BE BLESSED"

TRY A BLESSING ABOUT OUR LESSON: "JESUS DIED FOR YOU AND HIS
SACRIFICE COVERS ALL YOUR SINS."

While we build, consecrate, and use buildings where we gather to worship God and to

receive His grace through the Gospel, God has given no directions as to how these structure

are to be built or arranged, the furnishings with which they are equipped, or the exact way

in which we are to structure or order our worship. Nevertheless, the New Testament does

refer to temples. (a) The New Testament temple on this earth is the body of Jesus, for in

Jesus, God the Holy Trinity was to be found on this earth. (b) Each individual Christian is

called a temple, for God the Holy Spirit dwells and works within each Christian. (c) The

church as a whole is God's temple, for God remains with it and works within it. Each

Christian is a part of this temple of God on earth. From these references we can see that God

now dwells on this earth within people, not structures. 

THERE IS SO MUCH INSTRUCTION FOR THE TABERNACLE, DOES GOD HAVE THE
SAME SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS FOR HIS CHURCHES TOO? 


